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CHARACTERS 

AGED  PILGRIM 

ANGELS 

MARY    (Soprano) 

JOSEPH 

SHEPHERDS 

SHEPHERDS'  CHILDREN 

THE  THREE   KINGS 

(Time  of  Performance  35  minutes) 

COSTUMES 

Aged  Pilgrim:  Long,  straight,  one-piece  garment  of  unbleached  muslin,  or  of  muslin 
dyed  broAivn,  or  of  brown  cambric.  Rroad  sash  of  dark  brown  cambric  thrown 
over  one  shoulder  and  knotted  low  over  opposite  hip,  with  the  ends  nearly 
touching  the  ground.     Long  gray  beard  and  hair;  brown  staff. 

Angels:  White  cheese-cloth  in  straight  widths  with  hole  for  head;  front  laced  across 
with  silver  tinsel. 

Wings :  Triangular  pieces  of  cheese-cloth  with  silver  stars  pasted  over  them. 
The  long  side  of  the  triangle  is  sewed  in  with  the  side  seam  of  the  robe  and  the 
points  are  held  up  by  the  child  playing  the  angel's  part. 

A  silver  band  is  bound  around  the  forehead. 

Mary:  Veil  and  skirt  of  soft  blue  material  and  waist  of  crimson  canton  flannel.  Band 
of  soft  white  around  forehead;  a  narrow  edge  of  this  white  may  also  fall  at  the 
sides  as  a  sort  of  lining  for  the  whole  drapery  of  the  veil,  softening  the  effect. 

In  the  Manger  soft  white  drapery  is  laid  to  suggest  the  presence  there  of  the 
Christ  Child. 

Joseph:  Straight  garment  of  brown  canton  flannel  made  kimono  fashion,  and  girdle  of 
brown  manilla  rope  brought  around  twice  and  knotted  on  the  hip. 

Shepherds  :  Straight  shirts  of  canton  flannel,  three  dull  green,  three  dark  brown,  three 
soft  grey.  These  garments  are  cut  in  one  piece,  kimono  fashion,  and  entail  no 
sewing  except  the  under  arm  seam.  With  them  is  worn  a  girdle  of  brown  rope 
knotted  twice  around  the  waist  and  hanging  over  the  hip. 

Leggings  made  of  strips  of  brown  burlap  are  bound  on  with  brown  rope. 

Caps  are  of  the  same  material  as  shirts,  cut  in  one  piece  like  a  hood,  with 
laps  over  the  ears. 

Crooks  are  made  by  twisting  wire  around  the  top  of  a  stick  to  form  crook ;  it 
is  padded  out  with  cotton  wool  and  all  twisted  with  brown  crepe  paper. 

Shepherds'  Children:  Straight  one-piece  garments  of  unbleached  muslin,  with  veils, 
turbans,  scarfs,  and  sashes  of  cheesecloth  of  every  color  —  blue,  green,  old  rose 
and  red. 

The  turbans  are  made  by  simply  twisting  a  piece  of  material  around  the  head 
and  pinning  it. 

The  Children  carry  baskets. 

The  Three  Kings:  Long,  loose  robes  with  flowing  sleeves,  of  canton  flannel. 

No.  1 :  golden  brown  with  ornamentation  of  duU  gilt  paper  cut  out  and  pasted 
on;  green  headdress. 

No.  2:  Black,  with  ornamentation  of  bright  gilt  paper;  yeUow  headdress. 

No.  3 :  Rich  blue,  with  ornamentation  of  silver  paper ;  old  rose  headdress. 

The  headdresses  are  simply  pieces  of  thin  material  cut  in  the  form  of  hoods 
with  long  backs  which  hang  down  and  produce  somewhat  the  same  effect  that  the 
wearing  of  long  hair  — -  to  the  base  of  the  neck  —  would  give.  Upon  them  are 
set  the  crowns,  cut  from  gilt  paper  or  pasteboard  gilded.  Their  gifts  are  borne 
in  caskets,  which  may  be  simply  small  wooden  boxes  gilded. 
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SCENE 

The  platform  is  banked  with  small  Christmas  trees;  in  the  centre,  not  too  far  back, 
is  the  Stable. 

If  trees  sufficiently  large  to  place  behind  the  Stable  are  not  easily  available,  a  curtain 
may  be  used  to  shut  out  the  back  of  the  platform,  with  the  trees  banked  at  the  sides 
only.  This  curtain  should  be  green  as  nearly  as  possible  the  color  of  the  trees,  so  that 
it  is  hardly  noticeable. 

The  Stable  is  built  of  three  uprights,  with  connecting  roof  beams :  the  uprights  and 
the  connecting  beams  are  covered  with  yellow  straw,  which  can  be  bound  on  with  string. 

The  Manger  is  a  small  box  on  feet,  also  bound  over  with  straw, 

A  curtain  of  brown  or  green  canton  flannel  is  hung  with  curtain  pins  on  strong  wire 
across  the  front  of  the  Stable,  to  conceal  it  from  the  audience. 

In  the  Christmas  trees  are  concealed  small  electric  light  bulbs,  for  stars. 

Over  the  Manger  is  a  large  star-shaped  light,  which  may  be  made  by  putting  an 
electric  light  bulb  inside  a  star  made  of  fairly  transparent  yellow  paper;  or  if  preferred, 
a  yellow  light  bulb  larger  than  those  in  the  trees  may  be  used. 

ORGAN  PRELUDE 

An  organ  Prelude  founded  on  melodies  of  Ancient  Carols  used  in  this  Nativity  Play 
may  be  obtained  from  the  publisher. 

The  following  numbers  are  also  appropriate  for  use  while  the  School  and  audience  are 
assembling:  "Berceuse"  ("Lullaby"),  Dickinson;  "Reverie,"  Dickinson;  "Pastoral 
Symphony"  from  "The  Messiah,"  Handel;  "Fantasy  on  Christmas  Carols,"  J.  E. 
West;  "Fantasy  on  Christmas  Carols,"  (C  Major)  Hugh  Blair;  "In  Dulci  Jubilo,  An- 
cient Carol,"  R.  L.  De  Pearsall;  "Pastorale,"  Corelli;  "Christmas,"  Max  Ossten; 
"Pastorale"  from  "  Christmas  Oratorio,"  J.  S.  Bach. 

The  Nativity  Play  opens  with  the  singing  of  "  0  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem,"  in  which 
the  audience  wiU  join  with  the  School. 


O  LITTLE   TOWN   OF  BETHLEHEM 


L.  H.  Redner 
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1.  0      lit  -  tie  town   of    Beth- le  -  hem  !  How   still      we     see    thee     lie,        A  -  bove   thy  deep  and 

2.  O     ho  -  ly  Child   of    Beth- le  -  hem !    De-scend    to       us,    we    pray,    Cast  out    our    sin    and 
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dream-less    sleep,    The      si   -    lent  stars     go      by ;       Yet      in     thy    dark  streets  shin   -  eth     The 
en  -  ter       in,       Be   born      in       us       to  -  day.       We    hear   the  Christ-mas      an    -   gels,  The 


eV  -  er  -  last  -  ing    Light;    The  hopes  and  fears   of     all    the  years,  Are    met    in    thee     to-night, 
great  glad    ti- dings    tell,        O,  come    to      us,      a -bide  with   us,    Our  Lord  Im-man-  u   -  el  ! 
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With  the  opening  strains  of  the  last  verse  "  0  Holy  Child  of  Bethlehem,"  the  Shep- 
herds come  on  slowly  from  the  back  and  group  themselves  about  the  platform.  The 
organ  continues  playing,  passing  into  the  "  Christmas  Song  of  the  Children  of  Bethle- 
hem "  as  the  Shepherds'  Children  enter  from  the  side  bearing  on  their  shoulders  baskets 
with  the  Shepherds'  evening  meal.  As  they  enter  they  sing  the  Chorus  of  their  song, 
together  with  the  whole  Primary  Department;  they  continue  singing  until  they  reach 
the  center  of  the  stage. 
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Now    a  glad  Christmas  song  lit  -  tie  chil- dren  sing,  Well  in   tune,well  in  time,  let  ourvoic-es    rmg. 
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The  Shepherds  take  the  baskets  from  the  Children  and  are  about  to  dispose  them- 
selves for  the  meal  when  an  Aged  Pilgrim  enters,  and,  seeing  the  Shepherds,  speaks,  as 
he  advances,  the  lines  suggested  to  him  by  the  sight  of  them.  Dwelling  upon  each  phrase 
reflectively,  yet  clearly  and  with  a  certain  exaltation,  he  repeats  the  words  of  prophecy : 

"He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shepherd:  he  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and 
carry  them  in  his  bosom,  and  shall  gently  lead  those  that  eo-e  with  young." 

Softly,  and  quite  as  if  accompanying  singing,  the  organ  plays  the  music  of  Handel  to 
this  text  in  "The  Messiah  "  as  the  Pilgrim  repeats  it.  The  organ  should  begin  immedi- 
ately after  the  Shepherds  have  taken  the  baskets  from  the  Children.  The  reading  begins 
at  the  point  indicated  on  the  music. 


HE   SHALL   FEED  HIS  FLOCK   LIKE  A  SHEPHERD 
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As  the  Pilgrim  concludes  he  draws  near  the  centre  of  the  platform.  The  Shepherds 
and  Children  become  aware  of  his  presence,  advance  to  greet  him,  and  gather  about  him 
with  eager  interest.  With  uplifted  arm,  he  recites  in  triumphant  tones  Old  Testament 
prophecies  concerning  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  —  the  organ  continuing  to  play  the 
Handel  music  : 

"  Thus  saith  the  Lord  Jehovah:  I  myself  will  search  for  my  sheep  and  will  seek  them 
out:  I  will  feed  them  upon  the  mountains  of  Israel.  I  will  seek  that  which  was  lost,  and 
will  bring  back  that  which  was  driven  away,  and  will  bind  up  that  which  was  broken,  £uid 
strengthen  that  which  was  sick." 

In  softer  tones,  with  increasing  tenderness,  he  continues: 

"  And  the  wolf  shall  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid; 
the  calf  and  the  young  lion  and  the  fatling  together;  and  a  little  Child  shall  lead  them." 

At  this  point  the  organ  should  reach  the  last  notes  of  the  Handel  music.  Without 
accompaniment,  the  Pilgrim  pronounces  the  following  two  great  sentences  of  prophecy, 
turning  toward  the  audience  as  he  repeats  : 

"For  unto  us  a  Child  is  born;  unto  us  a  Son  is  given;  and  the  government  shall  be 
upon  his  shoulder;  and  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  Mighty  God, 
Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace." 

Turning  again  to  the  Shepherds  and  Children: 

"But  thou,  Bethlehem  Ephrata,  although  thou  be  little  among  the  thousands  of 
Judah,  yet  out  of  thee  shall  he  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Israel,  whose 
goings  forth  have  been  of  old,  from  everlasting." 

During  the  last  sentence  the  organ  begins  to  play  softly  the  "  Christmas  Song  of  the 
Children  of  Bethlehem,"  and  when  he  has  finished,  the  Children  turn  towards  the  audience 
and  sing  it,  together  with  the  whole  Primary  Department;  the  entire  School  may  join  in 
each  time  on  the  one  phrase  "  In  Bethlehem  will  Christ  the  Lord  be  born." 
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CHRISTMAS  SONG  OF  THE  CHILDREN   OF  BETHLEHEM 
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song    lit- tie       chil-dren  sing.  Well     in      tune,  well   in     time,  let   our    voic    -    es        ring. 
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During  the  singing  of  the  second  stanza  they  turn  and  move  to  the  exit  side  of  the 
platform,  gazing  intently  into  the  distance,  in  the  direction,  as  it  were,  from  which  come 
the  (imagined)  throngs  they  see  returning  to  Bethlehem.  While  singing  the  final  chorus 
they  pass  off  the  platform,  followed  by  the  Aged  Pilgrim.  If  necessary,  the  chorus  may 
be  repeated,  partly  off  stage,  to  give  time  for  all  to  leave  the  platform. 

The  lights  are  put  out,  one  by  one  if  possible,  and  the  Shepherds  lie  down  to  rest. 
As  the  last  light  goes  out  the  organ  begins  to  play  very  softly  "Silent  Night!  Holy 
Night!"  and  at  its  opening  strains  the  small  lights  which  have  been  concealed  in  the 
Christmas  trees  are  lighted  one  by  one.  The  Carol  is  taken  up  softly  by  the  entire  School 
after  the  organ  has  played  through  the  first  two  or  four  lines,  or  the  entire  verse,  as  re- 
quired by  the  action  on  the  platform. 

SILENT   NIGHT,   HOLY   NIGHT 
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Si   -  lent  night,  Ho  -  ly  night,  All  is  calm,  all      is  bright  Kound  yon  Vir- gin  Moth -er  and  Child. 
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Ho  -  ly    In  -  fant  so   ten -der  and  mild, Sleep  in  heav- en- ly    peace,        Sleep  inheav-en-ly  peace! 


As  the  last  words  are  sung,  an  Angel  steps  forth  from  behind  the  trees.  The  Shep- 
herds start  up;  some  kneel,  with  clasped  hands,  others  on  one  knee,  shielding  their  eyes 
as  from  a  dazzHng  vision,  as  the  Angel  proclaims  with  confidence  and  joy  :  "  Fear  not, 
for  behold  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto 
you  is  born  this  day  in  the  City  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And 
this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you  :  ye  shall  find  the  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying 
in  a  manger." 

Other  Angels  then  appear  from  behind  the  trees,  their  arms  upraised  —  as  they  hold 
the  tips  of  their  wings  lightly  — and  the  whole  School  unites  with  them  in  "The  Angelic 
Song:" 


THE  ANGELIC  SONG 


Ancient  "  Gloria  in  Excelsis  " 
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The  Angels  disappear  as  the  organ  plays  the  four  introductory  measures  of  "  The 
Song  of  the  Angels  "  ;  the  first  two  verses  may  be  sung  by  the  whole  School,  the  third  as 
a  solo  by  some  one  on  the  platform  or  in  the  audience. 


THE  SONG  OF  THE  ANGELS 


English  Text  by 
Helen  A.  Dickinson 
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Solo  (  if  desired) 
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Then  the  oldest  Shepherd,  turning  to  the  others  says  :  "  Let  us  now  go  even  unto 
Bethlehem  and  see  this  thing  which  has  come  to  pass,"  "Let  us  make  haste,"  responds 
the  youngest  Shepherd  lad;  "  and  shall  we  not  take  a  lamb  as  a  gift  for  the  young  Child  and 
his  mother  ?  "  At  these  words  the  organ  begins  to  play  softly  the  introductory  strains 
of  the  next  carol.  The  Shepherds  adjust  their  capes,  the  young  lad  takes  up  a  lamb  — 
from  behind  a  tree  —  and  they  all  bestir  themselves,  making  preparation  as  for  a  journey. 
When  the  organ  comes  in  full,  the  School  joins  them  in  singing  "The  Shepherds' 
Christmas  Song." 
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THE  SHEPHERDS'   CHRISTMAS   SONG 
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English  text  by 
Helen  A.  Dickinson 


XVni  Century 
Arranged  from  Heinrich  Reimann, 
by  Clarence  Dickinson 
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stall, 


Lies     the  child     Je    -  sus,  the    dear  Lord  of    us       all. 


*  If  organ  alone  is  used  the  obligato  may  be  omitted;  or  the  chords  may  be  played  with  the  left  hand  (with 
super-octave  coupler)  and  the  obligato  with  the  right  hand.  If  tlie  harp  is  used  the  obligato  may  be  played  on  a 
soft  flute  stop.  Copyright,  1912,  by  The  H.  W.  Gray  Company 
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p,i^  sempre   p 
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Join  with    tlie         an      -      gels    the  sweet     heav'n  -  ly         lay  ; 


rit.  e  dim. 
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Sing 


ing     the  Christ's       love      to        all     His      lit -tie    ones    poor, 


moUo  meno  mosso 


*i*i*i  molto  rit.  e  dim.        „  j„^^^ 
PPP^ -  _       a  tempo 


i 


Here        by      the      man  -    ger    kneel      down  and      a    -    dore. 


During  the  singing  of  the  first  verse  and  the  first  two  fines  of  the  second  verse  the 
Shepherds  move  off  the  platform  to  right  or  left,  as  if  going  away;  at  the  words  "Now 
we,  adoring,  advance  "  they  return,  approach  the  Manger  and  draw  back  the  curtain  just 
as  they  conclude  the  phrase  "  come  down  from  the  sky,"  so  that  with  the  opening  notes 
of  the  organ  interlude  of  four  measures  the  group  in  the  Stable  is  revealed  —  the  Virgin 
seated,  the  Manger  at  her  knee,  and  Joseph  standing  in  the  background.  The  first  two 
lines  of  the  third  verse  are  then  sung  as  a  solo  by  the  Virgin,  the  third  line  by  the  girls 
and  the  fourth  by  the  boys  of  the  School.  All  join  in  singing  the  last  verse,  during  the 
third  line  of  which  the  Shepherds  kneel  about  the  Manger.  When  the  carol  is  ended 
they  rise,  pause  a  moment  to  look  at  the  Babe  and  lay  the  lamb  at  his  feet,  then  pass  out 
of  sight  very  quietly.  When  they  rise  the  organ  begins  to  play  softly  the  first  two  fines 
of  "  Jesu !  Thou  Dear  Babe,"  to  give  time  for  the  Shepherds  to  pass  to  some  distance 
from  the  Stable,  when  the  organ  repeats  the  introductory  measure,  and  the  carol  is 
sung. 
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JESU!    THOU   DEA.R  BABE   DIVINE 


English  Text  by  Helen  A.  Dickinson 
Soprano  Solo 
Andante   J*'=  92       p 


Traditional  Cradle  Song  from  Hayti 
Arranged  by  Clarence  Dickinson 
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That  the    Son     of     God  hath   come  down  from  heav'n  on    earth  to     dwell,        Je  -  su  ! 
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The  first  two  verses  are  sung  as  a  solo  by  the  Virgin.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the 
second  verse  the  Shepherds'  Children  enter  on  tiptoe,  and  kneel  beside  the  Manger. 
The  last  verse  may  be  sung  by  the  girls  of  the  School  —  or  by  the  entire  School  —  to- 
gether with  the  Virgin. 

The  organ  then  passes  directly  to  the  introductory  measures  of  the  Children's 
Lullaby,  "O  Come  Ye  Children  Great  and  Small,"  of  which  the  verses  are  sung  as  a  solo 
by  the  Virgin,  the  refrain  by  the  Children  ;  in  the  final  refrain  the  Primary  Department 
—  or  the  whole  School  —  may  join,  very  softly. 


0   COME,   YE  CHILDREN   GREAT   AND   SMALL 


English  text  by  Helen  A.  Dickinson 
Soprano  Solo 
Andante  con  moto 


XIV  Centuiy 
Arranged  by  Clarence  Dickinson 
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1.  O        come,  ye        chil     -      dren     great.         and      small,       And      sing 
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a  tempo 


Mary  then  speaks  to  the  Children  : 

"  Dear  Children,  your  Lullaby  is  a  beautiful  gift  which  you  have  brought  to  the 
Christ  Child:  his  first  Christmas  gift  from  the  Children  he  has  come  to  lead." 

Then  one  of  the  Children  speaks,  turning  towards  the  other  Children  as  he  (or  she) 
rises  during  the  first  phrase : 

"  The  whole  world  must  love  this  little  Child;  even  the  Friendly  Beasts  have  brought 
him  gifts,  each  and  every  one." 

With  the  words  "  brought  him  gifts  "  the  other  Children  rise,  turn  toward  the  au- 
dience and,  when  the  speaker  has  finished,  sing  the  "  Carol  of  the  Friendly  Beasts." 

The  first  and  last  verses  are  sung  by  all  the  Children;  the  other  four  may  be  sung  as 
solos  by  different  children  or  by  groups  of  two  or  three  children.  The  organ  Introduc- 
tion is  played  while  the  Children  are  arranging  themselves  for  the  song. 


THE  FBIENDLY   BEASTS 


Robert  Davis 

Afidantino 


XII  C'entory 
Arranged  by  Clarence  Dickinson 
Chorus 
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Solo:  2  I,  said  the  donkey  shaggy  and  brown, 
I  carried  His  mother  up  hill  and  down 
I  carried  her  safely  to  Bethlehem  town; 
I,  said  the  donkey  shaggy  and  brown. 

Solo:  3  I,  said  the  cow  all  white  and  red, 

I  gave  Him  my  manger  for  His  bed, 
I  gave  Him  my  hay  to  pillow  His  head; 
I,  said  the  cow  all  white  and  red. 

Solo:  4  I,  said  the  sheep  with  curly  horn. 

I  gave  Him  my  wool  for  His  blanket  warm, 
He  wore  my  coat  on  Christmas  morn; 
I,  said  the  sheep  with  curly  horn. 

Solo:  5  I,  said  the  dove,  from  the  rafters  high, 

Cooed  Him  to  sleep  that  He  should  not  cry. 
We  cooed  Him  to  sleep,  my  mate  and  I; 
I,  said  the  dove,  from  the  rafters  high. 

Chorus:  6  And  every  beast,  by  some  good  spell. 
In  the  stable  dark  was  glad  to  tell 
Of  the  gift  He  gave  Immanuel; 
The  gift  He  gave  Immanuel. 


At  the  last  words  the  Children  turn  and  group  themselves  beside  the  Stable,  half 
going  to  one  side  and  half  to  the  other.  A  bright,  and,  if  possible,  star-shaped  light  is 
suddenly  lighted  above  the  Stable.  A  warm  golden  light  may  also  be  thrown  on  the 
platform  by  the  stereopticon.  Without  any  pause  there  enter  the  Three  Kings,  one  by 
one,  noble  in  carriage,  and  bearing  gifts  in  richly  gilded  containers.  From  "  The  Friendly 
Beasts  "  the  organ  modulates  directly  to  the  "Song  of  the  Three  Kings  ";  to  its  accom- 
paniment the  Kings  enter;  if  one  step  is  taken  to  a  measure  the  effect  will  be  that  of  a 
stately  march.  As  soon  as  all  three  are  on  the  platform  —  which  should  be  by  the  time 
the  organ  has  played  over  the  first  four  lines  —  they  begin  to  sing  their  Carol.  The 
School,  or  if  this  is  feasible,  the  boys  of  the  School  sing  the  first  two  verses  with  those 
on  the  stage;  the  entire  School  joins  in  the  last  verse.  The  First  King  may  sing  the 
opening  notes  for  Bass  and  others  as  indicated  ;  if  this  is  not  practical  they  may  simply 
be  played  on  the  organ. 


Introduction  to  "The  Three  Kings"  (which  follows  directly) 
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English  text  by 
Stewart  A.  Trench 
Andanlino 
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THE  THREE  KINGS 


mf  Chokus 


Traditional 
Arranged  by  F.  A.  Gevaert 
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Swift  on  our  way, 
Hith  -  er  we  bear, 
All  through  the  night, 
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Burn'd      a     great    Star       whose      ra      -       diant      gleam  -  ing 
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Night        and       day. 

Frank  -in  -  cense     rare. 

Led      iLs       a    -    right. 


Seek  -  ing 
Deign  then. 
Quid  -  ed 


to 
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hail        the 
Lord,     . 
safe  to 
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ceive.  While 

ho    -     ly  ;  There 


now    at    His      ho 

loy  -  al     to     Thee 

found  we  the     Child 


ly     birth.      Peace  and   good- 
we      bow  ;      Grant,  as      our 
a  -   dored.      King    of      all 
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will      and     glad  -  ness    He        brings    .         All        the      wea  -  ry   and      wait  -ing  earth, 

gilts  .     .      hum-bly     we         leave,      .        We      three  kings  may  Thy    bless -ing  know, 

kings,     .       yet  meek  and      low     -     ly,     Wor- shipped  Him,   .      our      sov-'reign        Lord. 


The  Sheplierds  enter  in  the  train  of  the  Kings  and  as  these  advance  before  the 
Manger,  group  themselves  beside  it,  behind  the  Children,  some  on  one  side  and  some  on 
the  other.  The  Pilgrim  follows  the  Shepherds,  but  at  some  little  distance,  and  takes  up 
a  position  on  the  platform  slightly  detached  from  the  nearest  Shepherds.  As  the  appro- 
priate lines  of  the  carol  are  sung  —  in  the  second  verse  —  each  King  advances  closer  to 
the  Manger  and  presents  his  gift  to  the  Christ  Child,  kneeling.  When  the  last  King 
has  knelt ^ — with  the  words  "Deign  then,  0  Lord"  —  all  on  the  platform  kneel,  facing 
toward  the  Manger  (sideways  to  the  audience)  radiating  from  it  in  either  a  straight  or 
a  curved  line,  to  conform  to  the  shape  and  size  of  the  platform  and  present  the  most 
beautiful  picture.  All  assume  expressive  attitudes:  the  Kings  remove  their  crowns;  the 
Children  stretch  out  their  arms  towards  the  Christ  Child;  the  Shepherds  kneel  with 
heads  bowed  or  looking  toward  the  Manger,  one  hand  of  each  resting  high  upon  his  crook; 
the  Pilgrim  with  head  and  eyes  upraised  and  hands  clasped  upon  his  staff. 

At  the  the  last  verse  all  rise  and  pass  out,  the  Kings  first,  followed  by  the  Shepherds 
and  the  Children.  The  Pilgrim  advances  with  them  and  draws  the  curtain  in  front  of 
the  Manger  scene  so  quietly  that  it  is  not  noticed  that  he  does  so.  Then,  gazing  after 
the  departing  procession,  he  repeats  the  words  of  prophecy:  "  The  people  that  walked 
in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light;  they  that  dwelt  in  the  land  of  the  shadow  of  death 
upon  them  hath  the  light  shined." 

Then,  turning  to  the  audience : 

"Awake,  awake!  put  on  thy  strength,  O  Zion !  Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  is  come, 
and  the  glory  of  Jehovah  is  risen  upon  thee;  and  nations  shall  come  to  thy  light,  and 
kings  to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising." 

Here  the  organ  begins  to  play  the  refrain  of  "Adeste  Fideles  "  —  "O  come  let 
us  adore  him  "  —  at  first  so  softly  that  it  can  barely  be  heard,  then  with  gradual  cres- 
cendo —  although  always  as  an  accompaniment  —  and  the  Pilgrim  passes  out  repeating 
with  the  music  as  accompaniment : 

"  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word.  For 
mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation  which  thou  hast  prepared  before  the  face  of  all  people. 
To  be  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  to  be  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel." 

At  this  point  the  Pilgrim  has  reached  the  edge  of  the  platform,  at  the  exit.  He 
pauses,  turns  towards  the  audience,  and,  Hfting  his  voice,  proclaims  in  exultant  tones 
(still  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  organ,  which  should  here  play  the  refrain  for  the 
second  time) : 

"And  His  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting 
Father,  Prince  of  Peace.  Of  the  increase  of  His  government  and  of  peace  there  shall  be 
no  end ! " 

Upon  these  words  he  passes  out;  without  any  break  the  organ  announces  strongly 
the  opening  line  of  "Adeste  Fideles";  the  School  and  the  audience  rise  and  sing  it 
together. 
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